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out to Harlay that everybody was convinced of his
leaning towards M. de Luxembourg, and that the only
way to efface the conviction that had gone abroad was
to comply with our request; in fine, he used so many
arguments, and with such address, that Harlay, con-
fused and thrown off his guard, and repenting of the
manner in which he had acted towards us as being
likely to injure his interests, gave a positive assurance
to M. de Chaulnes that what we asked should be
granted.

We had scarcely finished congratulating ourselves
upon this unhoped-for success, when we found that we
had to do with a man whose word was a very sorry
support to rest upon. M. de Luxembourg, affrighted
at the promise Harlay had given, made him resolve
to break it. Suspecting this, M. de Chaulnes paid
another visit to the Chief President, who admitted, with
much confusion, that he had changed his views, and
that it was impossible to carry out what he had agreed
to. After this we felt that to treat any longer with a
man so perfidious would be time lost; and we de-
termined, therefore, to put it out of his power to judge
the case at all.

According to the received maxim, whoever is at law
with the son cannot be judged by the father. Harlay
had a son who was Advocate-General. We resolved
that one among us should bring an action against
him.

After trying in vain to induce the Due de Rohan,
who was the only one of our number who could readily
have done it, to commence a suit against Harlay's son,
we began to despair of arriving at our aim. Fortu-